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THE 
A Bion of Faith 
Of the KIRK of 


SCOTLAND. 


Sv B s CRIBED 
By the Kings Majeftie and his Houf 
holde , in the yeare of God 1580, 


With a Defi nation of fach Afs of Parlament, asare exe 
„ bedient, for juftefying the Vice, after mentioned, - | 
And Subfcribed by the Nobles, Barrons, Gentle- 


men, Burgefles, Minifters and Commons/ in- 
the yeare of God 1638. 


Es JosHva Chap.24, élan | 
Solo frua made a Covenant with the people the fame dj > and gaye 
fet “then an Ordinance and Law in Sichem, 
yd 
2 KINGS 11, 17. 


_ And Vehojada made a Covenant betweene the Lord and the Kingand 
i ~  chepeople , that they fhould bee she Lords Pes likewife be- 
qn siweene she King and the people. 


ISAIAH 44. $. j 
One fral fay s Lam the Lord : another fhall be called by or name of Jacobs 
and «Kg fhall fubferibe with he bang unto she Lordy OC. 


LOT LR D LS SSSR ATE LE ES 


The Kings Majejties Charge, to all Commiffi loners and 
eM snifters, within this Pale in the vs of God 


4 1580. 


Eeing that Wee, and our Houfholde, have Subfcribed 

and given this publicke Confeffien of our Faith, to the 
good example of our Subjects : Wee commaund and Charge 
all Commiffioners and Minifters, te crave the fame Ca 
feflion of their Parochinars 5. and proceed againft the refu- 
fers , according to our Lawes and Order of the Kirk , de- 
livering their names, and lawfull proces to the Minifters 
of our Houfe, with all hafte and diligence , nnder the paine 
of fourtie pound tobe taken from their ftipend , that Wee, 
with the advice of out-Counfell, may take order with fuch 
proud contemners of. G oD and our Lawes., 


RAR AAN LEA REIN RE ÉS 


Sabferibed with our Hand, at Eb >1780。 
The 2. day of March, rhe 14. yeare of onr 


R eigne, 
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The Confefsion of Faith, 
0: E 
The Kirke of SCOTLAND. 


The Confeffion of Faith, fubferibed at firft by the Kings 
Maje/tse and his Houshold , in the year of God'1580. 
Thereafter, by “Perfons of all rankes in the yeare 1681, 
By ordinance of the Lords of the Secret (ounfell , and 
Ais of the generall Affembly. Subfcribed againe by all 
forts of Perfons in the yeare 1690, By a mem Ordi- 
nance of (ounfell,at the defire of the generali Affembly: 
With a generall Band for maintenance of the true Reli- 
gion and the Kings Perfon. And now fubfcribed in the 
yeare 1638. By Us, Noblemen , Barrons , Gentle 
men, Burge/]es, Miniffers, and Core under fub- 

reg feribing : “Together, with our refolution and promifes for 

the caufes after fhecified , To maintaine the fayd true 
Religion , and the Kings Majeftie , according to the 
Confejfion forefayd , and Acts of Parlament, The Te- 
nor Lie heere follorocth. — 


EE All, and every one of Us undervvritten ; 
bp Y Protett ; that, after long and due Examination of 

a ae ourovvne Confciences,in matters of true & falfe 
AAG Religion, are novv throughly refolved of the 
Trueth by the Word and Spirit of G o p, and therefore vve 
believe wth our hearts, confeffe vvith our mouths fubfcribe 
À 2 yvith 


4 Lhe Confeffion of Faith > 

with our hands, and conftantly afirme before God ,andthe | 
whole World: thatthis onelyisthetrue Chriftian Faith and 
Religion, pleafing God,and bringing Salvationto man, which 
now is by the mercie of God revealed tothe world, bythe 
preaching of the bleffed Evangell. 

And received, believed,and defended, by many and fundry 
notable Kirkes and Realmes, but chieflic by the Kirk of Scot- 
land the Kings Majeftie,and three effates of this Realme, as Gods eter- 
nall Trueth, and onely ground of our Salvation: as more par- 
ticularlie is expreffed in rhe Confeffion of our Faith, ftabli- 
fhed, and publicklie confirmed by fundry Acts of Parliaments, 
and now of along time hath beene openlie profefled by the 
Kings Majeftie,and whole body of this Realme,bothin Burgh 
and Land. To the which Confeffion and forme of Religion, 
wee willinglie agree in our confciences in all points, as unto 
Gods undoubted Trueth and Veritie , grounded onely upon 
his written Word. Andtherefore, wee abhorre and deteftall 
contrarie Religion, and Doétrine : But chieflie, all kinde of 
Papifterie, in generall and: particular heads , even as they are 
now damned and confuted by the Word of God, and Kirk of Scot- 
land : but in fpeciall wee deteft and refufe the ufurped au- 
thoritie ofthat RomanAntichrift upon the Scriptures of God, 
upon the Kirk , the civill Magiftrate, and confciences of men. 
All his tyranous lawes made upon indifferent things againft 
our Chrittian libertie. His erroneous Doctrine , againft the 
fufficiencie of the written Word, the perfection of the Law, 
the office of Chrift, and his bleffed Evangell. His corrupted 
Doétrine concerning originall finne, our naturall inabillitie & 
rebellion to Gods Law, our luftification by Faithonely , our 
imperfect Sanctification and obedience tothe Law the nature, 
number and ufe of the Holy Sacraments. His five baftard Sa- 
craments, withall his Rites, Ceremonies, and falle Do@rine, 
added to the miniftration of the true Sacraments without the 

Word 


Oy the Kirk of Scotland. 
Word of God. His cruell judgement againft Infants, depar- 
ting without the Sacrament : his abfolute neceffitie of Bap- 
tifme : his blafphemous opinion of Tranfubftantiation, or reall 
prefence of Chrifts body in the Elements,and receiving of the 
fame by the wicked, or bodies of men. His difpenfations with 
folemne Oathes 、 Perjuries, and degrees of Marriage forbid- 
den inthe Word : his crueltie againft the innocent divorced: 
his divellifh Maffe : his blafphemous Priefthood : his profane 
Sacrifice for the finnes of the dead & the quicke : his Canoni- 
zation of men, calling upon Angels or Saints departed , wor- 
- Thipping of Imagerie, Reli@ts, & Croffes, dedicating of Kirks, 
Altars , Dayes , Vowes to creatures; his Purgatorie, Pray- 
ers for the dead , praying, or {peaking ina ftrange language, 
with his Proceffions and blafphemous Letanie, and multi- 
tude of Advocates or Mediators : his manifold Orders, Auri- 
cular Confe 仙 on : his defperate and uncertaine Repentance ; 
his generall and doubtfome Faith ; his fatisfactions of men for 
their finnes : his Iuftification by works , opus operatum, works 
of Supererogation,Merits, Pardons, Peregrin:tions, and Sta- 
tions : his holy Water, baptifing of Bells, conjuring of Spi- 
tits, croffing, faning, anointing, conjuring, hallowing of Gods 
good creatures , with the fuperftitious opinion, joyned there- 
with : his worldlie Monarchie, and wicked Hierarchie: his 
three folemne vowes, with all his fhavellings of fundrie forts, 
his erroneous and bloudie decrees made at Trent, with all the 
fnbfcribers and approvers of that cruell and bloudie Band, 
conjured againft the Kirk of God: and finallie, wee deteft all 
his vaine Allegories , Rites, Signes, and Traditions, brought 
in the Kirk , without , or againft the Word of God, and Do- 
étrine of this true reformed Kirk; to the wich wee joyne our 
felves willinglie, in Doétrine, Faith, Religion , Difciplire, 
and ufe of the Holy Sacraments, as lively members of the 
fame, in Chrift our Head: promifing, and {wearing by the 
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6 The Confefhon of Faith, q L 
Great Name of the Lord our GOD, that wee fhallcontthue in | 
the obedience of the Doétrine and Difcipline of this Kirk, と 
and fhall defend the fame according to our Vocationand Po- 
wer, all the dayes of ourlives , under the paines contained 
inthe Law , and danger both of Body and Soule, in the day 
of Gods fearefull ludgement : and feeing that many are ftir- 
red up by Sathan ,and that Roman Antichrift, to promife, 
fweare, fubícribe, and for a time ufe the holy Sacraments in 
the Kirk, deceitíullie, againfttheir owne confciences, mind- 
ing thereby, firft, under the externall cloakc of Religion, to 
corrupt and fubvert fecretlie Gods true Religion within the 
Kirk, and aiterward , when time may ferve, to become open 
enemies and perfecutors of the fame, under vaine hope of the 
Popes difpenfation , devifed againft the Word of God, to his 
ereater confufion, and their double condemnation in the day 
of the Lorp Imsvs。 

Wee, therefore , willing to take away all fufpition of hy- 
pocrifie, and of fuch double dealing with God and his Kirk, 
Protelt, and call The Searcher of all hearts for witnefle, that 
Our mindes and hearts, doe fully agree with this our Con/ef- 

fion , Promife , Oath and Subfription, lo that Wee arenot moved 
for any worldlie refpe&, but are perfwaded onely in our Con- 
fciences, through the knowledge and love of Gods true Reli- 
gion, printedin Our hearts, by the holy Spirit, as V Vee fall 
anfweerto him in the day, whenthe fecrets of all hearts fhall 
bee difclofed. Andbecaule wee perceave , that the quietnes 
and ftabilitie of our Religion and Kirk, doth depend upon the 
faferie and good behaviour of the Kings Majeltie, as upon a 
comfortable inftrument of Gods mercie, graunted to this 
Countrey, for the maintaining of his Kirk,and miniftration of 
Juftice amonglt us, Wee proteft and promife with our hearts 
under the fame Oath, Hand-writ, aad paines, that wee (hall 
defend his Pcrjcn and Authoritie, with our goods, bodies, 


and 


$. Of the Kirk of Scotland, | 
and lives, in the defence of Chrift his Evangell, Liberties of 
our Countrie, miniftration of Tuftice, and punifhment of ini- 
quitie, againft all enemies within this Realme, or without,as 
wee defire our God to bee a {trong and mercifull Defenderto 
us in the day of our death, and comming of our Lord Fes 
Chris: To whom, with the Father, and the holy Spirit, bee 
all Honour and Glorie Eternallie, | 
TK E as many Aéts of Parlament not onely in gene all 
doe abrogate annull,and refcind all Lawes, Statutes, Acts, 
Conftitutions, Canons, civill or municipall,with ali other Or- 
dinances and pratique penalties whatfoever , made ia preju- 
dice of the true Religion and Profeffours thereof : Or,ofthe 
true Kirk difcipline, jurifdiétion, and freedome thereof: Or, 
in favours of Idolatrie and Superftition : Or, ofthe Papifti- 
call Kirk : As, © 47, 3. 4.31. Pari, 1. AG. 23, Parl.11. Ad. 
114. Parl, 12. of King lames the fixt , That Papiftrie & Superfti- 
tion may bee utterly fuppreffed , according to the intention 
of the Acts of Parlament reported in the 5. 44, Parl. 20. 
K. lames 6. And to that end they ordaine all Papilts & Prielts 
to bee punifhed by manifolde Civilland Ecclefiaftica'l paines, 
as adverfaries to Gods true Religion, preachedand by Law 
eftabhfted within this Realme , t48. 24. Parity. K, lames 6, 
as common enemies to all Chriftian governement, 4c. 18. 
Parl, 16. K.James 6. as rebellers and gainftanders of our Sou- 
veraigne Lords Authoritie , 447, 47. Parl. 3. K, lames 6. and 
as Idolaters , 47. 104. Parl.7.K. lames 6, but allo in particu- 
lar (by and attour the Confeffion of Faith) doe abolifh and 
condemne the Popes Authoritie and lurifdiétion ont of this 
Land , and ordaines the maintainers thereof to be punifhed, 
CAT, 2. Parl, 1, AG, 51, Parl. 3,A4, 106 Parl.7. CAG. 1 4: Parl, 
12.K, James 6. doecondemne the Popes erroneous doctrine, 
orany other erroneous doctrine repugnant to any of the a 
| À MCL.S 
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ticles of the true & Chriftian Religion publikely preached, | 


| 


| 


and by Law eftablifhed in this Realme : And ordaines the | 


fpreaders and makers of Bookes or Libellcs , or Letters or 
Writts of that nature to be punifhed , 44. 46. Parl.3. CAG, 


106. Parl, 7. Ad?.24, Parl. 11. Keng lames 6. doe condemne all — 


Baptifme conforme to the Popes Kirke and the Idolatrie of 


the Maffe, and ordaines all layers , wilfull hearers, and con- | 


cealers of the Maffe, the maintainers and refetters of the _ 
Priefts , lefuites, trafiquing Papifts, to bee punifhed withe | 
out any exception or reftriction , 4¢7.5.Tarl.1. A@.120.Parl, | 
12. Ad. 164. Parl 13. A6.193. Parhig, AG. Parl.19.AG5. | 


Parl.20.K.lames 6. doe condemne all erroneous bookes and 


writtes conteining erroneous doctrine againft the Religion — 
-prefentlie profeffed,or conteining fuperftitious Rites and Ce- _ 
remonies Papifticall, whereby the people are greatly abufed, | 


and ordaines the homebringers of them to be punifhed, 42, 
25. Parl.11.K. lames 6. doe condemne the monuments and 
dregs of bygane Idolatrie, as, goeing to Croffes, obferving 


the Feaftivall dayes of Saincts, and fuch otherfuperftitious — 


and Papifticall Rites, to the difhonour of God , contempt of 
true Religion & foftering of great errour among the people, 
and ordaines the ufersof them to bee punifhed for the fecond 
fault as Idolaters, 4d#.104. Parl 7.K, lames 6. > 


Like as many acts of Parliament are conceaved for mainte- 


nance of Gods true and Chriftian Religion , and the puritie 
thereof in Doctrine and Sacraments of the true Church of 


God, the libertie and freedome thereof, in her Nationall, Sy- . 
nodall Affemblies , Presbyteries , Seffions , Pollicie, Difci- 


pline and Jurifdiétion thereof, asthat puritié of Religion and 
libertie of the Church was ufed,profefled,exercifed, preached, 


and confefled according to the reformation of Religion in ! 


this Realme. As for inftance, the99. Act, Parl. 7. Ad. 23. 
Parl, 11, 40?.114P.12.46.160,TParl.13. of K. lames 6. Patified 
| L.. 


| Of the Kirk of Scotland. 9 
by she ACA. of R. Charles. So that the 6, Ad, Parl, 1, and CS, AG, 
Parl. 6. of K, lames 6. in the yeare of God 1579. declares the 
Minifters of the bleffed Evangell, whom God of his mercie 
had raifed up , or hereafter fhould raife, agreeing with them 
that than liued in Doctrine , and adminiftration of the Sacra- 
ments, and the people that profefled Chrift yas he was than 
offered in the Evangell, anddoth communicate with theho- 
ly Sacraments (as in the reformed Kirkes of this Realme they 
were prefentlie adminiftrate) according tothe Confeffion of 
Faith, tobee the true and holy Kirk of Chrift lelus within this 
Realme,and decernes and declares alland fundrie , who either 
gainefayes the Word of the Evangell, receivedand approved 
as the heads of the Confeffion of Faith, profeffed in Parla- 
ment,in theyéare of God 15 60. {pecifiedalfo in the firft Par- 
lament of K. James 6. and rati ied inthis prefent Parlament, 
more particularlie doe fpecifie, or that refufes the adminiftra- 
tion of the holy Sacraments, as they were then miniftrated, 
to bee no members of the faid Kirk within thisRealme and 

true Religion, prefentlie profeffed,fo long as they keep them- 
felues fo devyded from the focietie of Chrifts body : And the 
fubfequent, 44.69. Parl,6. of K.lames 6. declares, That there is 
no other face of Kirk,nor other face of Religion, then was pre- 
fentlie at that time, by the favour of God, eftablifhed within 
this Realm, which therefore is ever ftyledGods trueR eligion, 
Chrifts trueR eligion,the true & Chriftian Religion, & a per- 
fe& Religion.Which,by manifold acs of Parlamét,all within 
thisRealme,are boúd to profeffe to fubfcribethe articles ther- 
of, the Confeffion of Faith, to rccant all doctrine and errours, 
repugnant to any of the faid Articles, 44,4. and 9. Parl.1. Af. 
4546.47. Parl.3 .A3.7x. Parl, 6. A&.106.Parl.7, AG, 24. Parl, 
KART. 123. Pari.12, AB. 194.0 197. Parl, 14.0f K. lames 6. 

d all Magiftrates, Shircfs, &c. On the one parte are or- 
dained to fear h, apprehend , and punifh all contraviners , for 

_ B inftance, 


10 The Confeffion'of Faith , | 
inftance, (Ac. 5. Tarl. 1, AR. 104. Parl, 7. Ad, 25. Parl. 
K, lames 6. And that notwithftanding of the Kings Majefties 
licences onthecontrarie, which are difcharged and declared 
to bee ofnoforce, in fo farreas they tend in any wayes,to the 
prejudice and hinder of the execution of the Ads of pl | 
ment againft Papifts and adverfaries of true Religion, 44. 
506. Parl. 7. K lames 6. On the other partin the 47.4%. P.3. K. 
lames 6. Itis declared and ordained, feeing the canfe of Gods | 
true Religion,and his highnes Authority are fo joyned,as the! 
hurt of the one is common to both: & that none fhall be repu- 
ted as loyall & faithful lubjeéts to our Soveraigne Lord, or his 
Autority, but be punifhable as rebellers & gaineftanders ofthe 
fame, who fhall not giue their Genios , and make their 
profeffion of the faid true Religion, & that they who after des 
feétion {hall giue the Confefñion of their Faith of new, they | 
Shall promife t to continue therein in time comming, to main- | 
taine our Souveraigne Lords Authority ,andat the uttermoft 
of their power to fortifie, aif, and maintaine the true Prea= 
chers and Profeffors of Chrifts Religion ,againft whatfoever 
enemies and gaineftanders cf the fame: and namelie, againft 
all fuch of whatfoever nation, eftate, or degree they bec of : 
that haue joyned, and bound themfelves,.or haue affifted, or 
affi fts to fet forward, and execute the crucll decrees of Tr vent, 
contrary to the Preachers and true Profeffors of the Word of 
God, whichis repeated word by wordin the Articles of Pas 
cification at,Perth the 23 of Febmar. 1572. approved by: 
Parlament the laftof Aprill 1573 .Ratified in Parlament 1578 
and related, 4%, 123Parl.1 2, of K. James 6. with this addition, 
that they are bound: to refifi all treafonable uproares and ho- 
ftilities raifed againít the true Religion, the Kings ia 
and rhétrueProfeffors. a: 71. h を Ni 
Likcasallliedgesare bound to maintaine the K. Majetties: 
R oyall Fass and ena « Authoritie of Parlamentsy 
without 


Of the Kirk of Scotland. | ii 
without the which neither any lawes or lawfull jadicatories 
can be eftablifhed, 4%, 130. 402,13 1. Parl.8. K lames 6. & the 
fubjećts liberties, who oughtonely to liue & be governed by 
the Kings lawes,the common lawes of this Realme allanerlie, 
47.43. “Parl. 3. K, lames the firft. 4.79. Parl.6. K lames the À. 
repeated in the A.1 31. Parl.8. K- lames 6. Which, if they bee 
innovated or prejudged, the cômiffion anent the union of the 
two Kingdoms of Scotland & England, which is the fole 44. 
of the 17. Parl. of K, lames 6. declares, fuch confufion would en- 
fue, as this Realme could bee no morea free Monarchie, be= 
canfc by the fundamentall lawes, ancient priviledges, offices 
and liberties of this Kingdome, “not onely the Princelie Aus 
thority of his Majefties Royall difcent hath been thefe many 
agés maintained, but alfo the peoples fecuritie of their Lands, 
livings „rights, offices, liberties; and dignities preferved, and 
therefore for the prefervation of the faid true Religion, Lawes, 
and Liberties of this Kingdome, it is ftatute by the 8. Ad, 
Parl.. repeated inthe 99 AG. Par. ge Ratified i inthe 23 A Parl. r 1. 
and 114. Act. of K. lames 6. and 4, AG, of K. Charles, That all 
Kings and Princesat their Coronation andreception oftheir 
‘Princely Authoritie,fhall make their faithful promife by their 
folemne oath in the prefence of the Eternall God, that, endu- 
ting the whole time of theirliues, they fhall ferve the fame r 
Eternall God, tothe uttermoft of their power, according as 
he hath required i in his moft holy Word, contained in theold 
and new Teftaments. And according to the fame Word, fhall 
‘maintaine the true Religion of Chrift lefus, the preaching of 
‘hisholy Word, the due & right miniftration of the Sacraméts 
now receavéd and preached within this Realme (according to 
the Confeffion of Faith immediatelie preceeding) and fhall 
rabolifh and gainftand all falfe Religion contrarie to the fame, 
& {hall rule the peoplescommitted to their charge „according 
to ye will and command of God, revealed in y his forefaid 
| > Ba Word, 
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12 The Confeffion of Faith , : 
Word,and according to.the lowable lawes and conftitutions 
received inthis Realme ,no wayes repugnant tothe faid will | 
of th: Erernall God, and fhall procure, to the uttermoft of 
their power, to the Kirk of God, & whole Chriftian people 
true and perfit peace in alltime comming; and that they fhalt _ 
- bee carefull to roote out of their empire all Heretikes , and | 
enemies to the true Worfhip of God, whofhallbee convi- | 
¿ted by the true Kirk of God., of the forefaid crimes , which 
was alfo obferved by his Majeftie, at his Coronation in Eden- ' 
burgh, 1633. as may be fcene in the order of the Coronation. 
In obedience to the Commandement of GOD, con- : 
` forme to the practile of the godlic in former times, and accor- 
ding to the laudable example of our Worthy and Religious 
Progenitors, and of many yet living amongft us , which was 
"warranted alfo by a& of Counfell, commanding a generall 
band to bee made and fubícribed by his Majefties. fubie&ts of | 
all ranks, for two caufes : one was, for defending the true Re. 
ligion , as it was then reformed, and is exprefled in the Con= 
feffionof Faith, aboue writtin, and a former large Confel. 
fion eftablifhed by fundrie a&s of lawfull generall Affem- 
blies, and of Parlament, unto which it hath relation fete 
downe in publike Cathechifmes , & which hath been for ma-. 
ny yeares with a bleffing from Heaven,.preached , and profef=. 
fed in this Kirk and Kingdome, as Gods undoubted trueth-». 
grounded onely upon his writtin Word. The other caufe 
was, for maintaining the Kings Majeftie his Perfon and E- 
ftate: the true Worlhip of God, and the Kings authoritie 
beeing fo ftraitlic joyned, as that they had the fame friends and 
common enemies , anddid ftand and fall togither.. And final- 
lic, beeing convinced in our mindes, and confefling with our 
mouthes, that the prefent & fucceeding generations in thi 
Land, are bound to keep the forefaid nationall Oath and fu 
fzription inviolable. Wec Noblemen, Barrons , Gentlement 


Bru 


| Of the Kirk of Scotland. 13 
Burgefes, Minifters, and Commons under fubfcribing, con- 
fidering diverstimes before, and efpecially at this time, the 
danger of the true reformed Religion, of the Kings honour, 
and of the publicke peace of the Kingdom : By the manifold 
innovations and evills, generallie conteined, & particularlie 
mentioned in our late fupplications , complaints, and prote- 
ftations : Doe heereby profeffe, and before God, his Angels, 
andthe V Vorld folemnelie declare: That, with our whole 
hearts wee agreeand refolve all the dayes of our life cons 
{tantlie to adhere unto , and to defendthe forefaid true Re- 


a 


gion, and (forbearing-the praétife of all novations , alreadie | 


introduced in the matters of the worship of G O D, or apro- 
bation of the corruptions of the publike Governement ofthe 
Kirk or civill places and power of Kirkmen, till they be tryed 
and alowed in free Affemblies, and in Parlaments ) to labour 
by all meanes lawfull to recover the puritie and libertie: 
of the Gofpell , as.it was-eftablifhed and profeffed before the 
forefaid novations : and becaufe after due examination, wee 
plainelie perceave , and undoubtedlie believe, that the Inno- 
vations & evils conteined in our Supplications, Complaints,, 
and. Proteftations, have no warrant of the Word of God, are 
contrarie to the Articles of the forefaid Confeffions-to the 
intention and meaning of the blefled.reftormers-of Religion 
in this Land, to the above written A@s-of Parlament, and 
doe fenfiblie tend to the re-eftablishing of the Popifh Reli- 
gion and tyrannie, and to the fubverfion. and ruine of the: 
true Reformed Religion, and of our Liberties, Lawes and: 
_Eftates. VVee alfo declare,that the forefaid Confeffions are: 
to be interpreted, & ought to be underftood of: the forefaid 
novations and-evils , no-leffe than if every. one of them had’ 
- Beene expreffed in the forefaid confeffions, andthat wee are 
obliged to deteft and abhorre them amongft other particular: 


headsof Papiftrie abjuredtherein. And therefore fromthe: 0 
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knowledge and confcience of our dutie to God, to our King 
and Countrey , without any worldly refpeë or inducement, 
fo farre as humane infirmitie will fuffer, wifhing a further 
meafure of the grace of God for this effet. Wee promife , 
and fweare by the Great Name of the Lord our GOD, to con- 
tinue inthe Pro“efíion and Obedience of the forefaid Reli- 
gion : That we {hall defend the fame, and refift all thefe con- 
trarie errours and corruptions, according to our vocation, 
and to the uttermoft of that power that God hath put inour 
hands, all the dayes of our life : andin like manner with the 
fame heart, wee declare before God and Men, That wee 
have no intention nor defire to attempt any thing that may 
turne to the difhonour of God, or to the diminution of the 
Kings Greatnefle and Authoritie : But on the contrarie, we 
promife and {weare, that wee frall ,to the uttermoft of our . 
power, with our meanes and lives, ftand to the defence of 
our dread Souveraine, the Kings Majeftie , his Perfon-and 
Authoritie , in the defence and prefervation of the forefayd 
true Religion, Liberties and Lawes of the Kingdome: As 
alfo , to the mutuall defence and affiftance, every one of us 
of another in the fame caufe of maintaining the true Reli- 
gion, and his Majefties Authoritie,with our beft counfell,our 
bodies, meanes, and whole power againft all forts of perfons 
whatfoever. So that, whatfoever {hall bee done to the leaft 
of us forthatcaufe, {hall be takenas done to us all in genc- 
rall, and to every one of us in particular. 

And that wee fhall neither direétlie nor indirectlie fuffer 
our felves to bee devided, or withdrawen by whatfoever fug- 
geftion, combination, allurement , or terrour from this blef- 
fed and loyall Conjunction, nor fhall caft in, any let or impe- 
_diment that may faye or hinder any fuch refolution as by 
common confent f hall be found to conduce forlo coc dends. 
Buton the contraric, {hall by all lawfull meanes Job to 

i ur- 
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further and promove the fame, and if any fuch dangerous 
and divifive motion be made tous by Word or VVrit, VVe, 
and every oneof us, fhall either fupprefle it, or if need bee 
fhall incontinent make the fame knowne, that it may be time- 
oufly obviated ; neither doe wee feare the foule afperfions 
of rebellion, combination,or what elfe our adverfaries from 
their craft and malice would put upon us, feeing what wee 
doe is fo well warranted, and arifeth from an unfained defire 
to maintaine the true wor! hip of God, the Majeftie of oug 
King, and the peace of the Kingdome, for the common: 
happineffe of our felves, and the pofteritie. And becaufe 
wee cannot looke for a bleffing from God upon our pro- 
ceedings , except with our Profeffion and Subfcription wee 
joynefuch a life and converfation, as befeemeth Chriftians , 
who haue renewed their Covenant with God. VVee, there- 
fore, faithfullie promife, for ourfelves, our followers, and 
all others underus , both in publike, in our particular fami- 
lies and perfonall carriage, to endevour to keepe our felves 
within the bounds of Chriftian libertie , and to be good ex- 
amples to others of all Godlinelfe, Soberneffe, and Righte- 
oufnefle, and of every deutie wee owe to God and Man, 
and that this out Union and Conjunétion may bee obferved | 
without violation, VVee call the living God, the Searcher 
of our Hearts, to witnes , who knoweth this to bee our 
fincere Defire, and unfained R efolution, as wee frall anfwere 
to JESVS CHRIST, in the grêat day, & under the paine 
of Gods ever'afting wrath , and of infamie , and of loffe of | 
all honour & refpect in this World. Moft humblie befeeching 
the LORD, to ftrengthe® us by his holy Spirit for this end; 
& to bleffe our defires & proceedings witha happie KONA 
that Religion & Righteyufnes may fl. uriíh in the Land, to the 
glory of God,the honour of ou: King,& peace & comfort of 
us all. In witnes wheroï we haue lubícribed with ourhands all 
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